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Introduction 



Presentation Outline 
!  Consular Visa Processing 

!  What is involved in the typical visa process. 

!  Administrative Processing 

!  What is it and why. 

!  How to Prepare 

!  Documents to include with your visa application; 
focus of  the consular officer’s questions; what to 
do once “in process.” 

Appendix - Technology Alert List (TAL) 



CONSULAR VISA PROCESSING 



CONSULAR VISA PROCESSING 

!  F-1 students also must provide Form I-20 from the school, and confirmation of  payment of  

the I-901 Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) fee. 

!  J-1 visa applicants must provide Form DS-2019 from the Program Sponsor, and the I-901 

SEVIS fee payment confirmation. 

!  H-1B applicants provide the original I-797, Notice of  Action, approving the  H-1B petition, 

as well as a copy of  the H-1B petition and supporting documentation 

!  Consulates often have specific procedures, so it is important to review the particular 

consulate’s visa process prior to making an appointment.  

!  At the conclusion of  the interview, most applicants are notified if  the visa is approved and 

provided information on when the visa will be available. 



CONSULAR VISA PROCESSING 

!  Some visa applicants are notified at their interview that their 
visa application requires “additional processing.” 

!  Generally, the applicant is given a notice indicating the visa is 
denied under Section 221(g) of  the INA and what action the 
applicant needs to take to continue the processing of  the visa. 

!  This type of  visa denial is termed “Administrative 
Processing.” 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESSING 

Technology Alert Lists related  Administrative Processing occurs when an applicant’s intended 

commercial or academic activity triggers concerns about the possible illegal transfer of  

technology as defined in the Technology Alert List (TAL).  The TAL was created over concerns 

that an illegal transfer of  controlled technology (or activities) may impact or become detrimental 

to U.S. national security.  The main goal of  the TAL is to stop the potential growth and 

development of  Weapons of  Mass Destruction (WMD) from terrorist states.   There is also 

additional focus on nationals from countries considered to possess nuclear capabilities (i.e. 

Pakistan, Russia, China and Israel).  When a consular officer identifies a case involving dual-use 

or sensitive technology on the TAL, this is commonly referred to as a Visa Mantis hit.  

!  Visa Mantis cases result in the officer submitting an inquiry to the DOS in Washington for a 

determination of  whether the risk is significant enough to require a visa denial.  

!  The Visa Mantis clearance has had a significant impact to the research community and 

biotech and healthcare fields because of  the delays created in the via issuance process. 
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HOW TO AVOID OR LIMIT 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESSING 

!  When international faculty, scholars, and students 
apply for a visa, the consular officer must make a 
decision about whether the research, studies, teaching, 
training/employment, commercial activity fits within 
one of  the “sensitive/critical fields” listed in the TAL.  

!  Be prepared before applying for the visa with as much 
information as possible regarding your academic, 
research, or employment endeavors in addition to the 
standard visa requirements.   



HOW TO AVOID OR LIMIT 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESSING 

!  You will have only a few minutes - at most - to explain your 
research/studies to the consular officer, so be prepared with 
a brief, succinct, clear explanation that stresses the nature 
and the applicability of  your studies/research/work.   

!  The Consular Officer’s questions (if  any) will focus on: the 
technology; the goals of  your research/studies; and the 
applicability. 

!  Your explanation, along with your other documents are the 
best opportunity in avoiding the need for additional 
processing. 
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HOW TO AVOID OR LIMIT 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESSING 



ONCE PLACED IN 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESSING 



ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESSING 
SUMMARY 
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Jeffrey W. Pitts has been practicing immigration law for more than 15 
years and was previously a Partner with Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen 
& Loewy.  Mr. Pitts has represented many leading academic and 
research institutions, international pharmaceutical and medical device 
companies, and technology companies.  He has expertise in advising 
researchers, scholars and students, and was previously the Alternate 
Responsible Officer (ARO) for a Fortune 50 Pharmaceutical 
company’s J-1 Program.  Jeffrey has been active in many immigration 
related bar organizations, including the American Immigration 
Lawyers Association (AILA), and the Association of  the Bar of  the 
City of  New York where he served on the Committee on 
Immigration.  He regularly speaks and presents on immigration topics 
for corporations and academic institutions. Jeffrey is admitted to the 
United States Supreme Court, and the bars of  New York and New 
Jersey. 



APPENDIX  
From the U.S. Department of  State,  August 2002 

This cable updates the Technology Alert List (TAL) which was 

transmitted in November 2000, with particular attention to certain 

revisions as a result of  the September 11 terrorist attacks. The cable 

also provides additional guidance for its use in cases that may fall 

under the purview of  INA section 212 (a)(3)(a), which renders 

inadmissible aliens who there is reason to believe are seeking to 

enter the U.S. to violate U.S. laws prohibiting the export of  goods, 

technology or sensitive information from the U.S. 



APPENDIX  

The revised TAL (Technology Alert List) consists of  two parts: a 

"Critical Fields List" (CFL) of  major fields of  technology transfer 

concern, including those subject to export controls for 

nonproliferation reasons (Tab A); and the Department's List of  

designated State Sponsors of  Terrorism (Tab B). While restrictions 

on the export of  controlled goods and technologies apply to 

nationals of  all countries, applicants from countries on the List of  

State Sponsors of  Terrorism seeking to engage in activities 

involving one of  the critical fields warrant special scrutiny. 



APPENDIX  
TAB A - CRITICAL FIELDS LIST 

F. CHEMICAL, BIOTECHNOLOGY AND BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING: 

The technology used to produce chemical and biological weapons is inherently 

dual-use. The same technologies that could be applied to develop and produce 

chemical and biological weapons are used widely by civilian research laboratories 

and industry; these technologies are relatively common in many countries. 

Advanced biotechnology has the potential to support biological weapons research.  



APPENDIX  
In the biological area, look for interest in technologies associated with: 

!  Aerobiology (study of  microorganisms found in the air or in aerosol form) 

!  Biochemistry 

!  Pharmacology 

!  Immunology 

!  Virology 

!  Bacteriology 

!  Mycology 

!  Microbiology 

!  Growth and culturing of  microorganisms 

!  Pathology (study of  diseases) 

!  Toxicology 



APPENDIX  
!  Study of  toxins 

!  Virulence factors 

!  Genetic engineering, recombinant DNA technology 

!  Identification of  nucleic acid sequences associated with pathogenecity 

!  Freeze-drying (lyophilization) 

!  Fermentation technology 

!  Cross-filtration equipment 

!  High "DOP-rated filters" (e.g., HEPA filters, ULPA filters) 

!  Microencapsulation 

!  Aerosol sprayers and technology, aerosol and aerosolization technology 

!  Spray or drum drying technology 



APPENDIX  

!  Milling equipment or technology intended for the production of  micron-sized 

particles 

!  Technology for eliminating electrostatic charges of  small particles 

!  Flight training 

!  Crop-dusting, aerosol dissemination 

!  Unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) technology 

!  Fuses, detonators, and other munitions technology 

!  Submunitions technology 

!  Computer modeling of  dissemination or contagion 

!  Chemical absorption (nuclear-biological-chemical (NBC) protection) 



APPENDIX  
In the chemical area, look for interest in technologies associated with: 

!  Organo-phosphate chemistry 

!  Neurochemistry 

!  Chemical engineering 

!  Chemical separation technology 

!  Pesticide production technology 

!  Pharmaceutical production technology 

!  Chemical separation technology 

!  Toxicology 

!  Pharmacology 

!  Neurology 
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!  Immunology 

!  Detection of  toxic chemical aerosols 

!  Chemical absorption (Nuclear-Biological-Chemical (NBC) protection) 

!  Production of  glass-lined steel reactors/vessels, pipes, flanges, and other 

equipment 

!  Aerosol sprayers and technology 

!  Flight training 

!  Crop-dusting, aerosol dissemination 

!  Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) technology 

!  Fuses, detonators, and other munitions technology 



QUESTIONS? 


